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authenticating antiques
through science

Can your stoneware or porcelain piece be TL tested?

The drill bit used for core sampling stoneware and porcelain is 4mm in diameter, and
two samples 5mm in depth are needed from each piece. Samples are usually taken
from unglazed areas, such as the bottom or foot rim, but there needs to be enough area
to accommodate safe sampling.
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Please see the images below to help you understand our requirements.
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This is a cross section of a small bowl.
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The drill bit we use for core sampling is 4mm in
diameter, and two samples 5mm in depth are
required from each piece.

CROSS SECTION OF BOWL

There needs to be need enough area to
accommodate safe sampling.
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DRILL BIT o
THERE IS NOT |
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MATERIAL IN
THIS AREA TO DRILL
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The foot rim of this piece is 3.37mm and is
too thin to allow drilling.

This piece would be rejected for testing.
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To avoid rejection of your piece at the time of sampling we must first determine whether
or not your piece can be sampled safely.

How can we know if your piece can be sampled safely?
We need photos of your piece with measurements.

Please send us photos of your piece with measurements like the ones below.
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Please place the ruler as shown in this picture
to help us understand the thickness of the foot
rim of your piece.

Please note, the ruler is placed correctly in this
picture.
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The foot rim of this piece is 10mm and is thick
enough to accommodate two samples 5mm in
depth taken with our 4mm diameter drill bit.

This piece can be sampled safely and can be
TL tested.
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